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445 12kI' Street. S N  
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Dear MS. Durtcli: 

The .Amei-icaii Associarion of People wi th  Disabilities (AAPD) appreciates the 
oppor~tiniry to submit comments ru t l ie  FCC as i t  considers reforming the contribution 
iiiethodology lor the uii ivers~l  s e n  ice fund (USF). As the largest national nonprofit 
crossdisability niember organiziition in  rhe Ijnited States, A M D  urges the Commission 
to consider the potential detrimental impact of proposed changes on lowincome and 
fixed-income coiisuniers, inany of whoni are peoplc wi th  disabilities. 

As .Americans wiUi disabi l i t ies often live on  fixed or limited incomes and are inore 
l i l ie ly to be uni.iiiployed than Aniericans \Lithoiit disabilities. \\'e are particularly 
coiiceriied with tlie pi-oposal to switch li-oni a re\'enue-based funding nicclianisni to a 
connection-based onc.  h 'e  believe t h a t  ii connection-based iiniversal sewice  fee would 
unfJirly burden Io\\- income iund lov- \o l i ime (iliose who make few calls) customers ~ 

h o s t  intcnded i o  benet i t  from rhc universal service goals. Under this methodology, 
customcrs \ I ~ O  make ti.\\ interstate calls would be assessed the sanie as customers. 
including busiiiessss, wlio make many intersratc calls. In other words, low-volume and 
primarily residential ctistoinei-s would bear the same universal s e n i c e  rund coiitnburion 
as a liigii-\.olunie residential 01- business customer. 

In addition: \IC are concerned about how Lhjs proposed funding mechanism will 
impact users of pl-c-paid icii-cless ser\ ices. CVirslcss phones can offer consumel's the 
bcnetits of safeti. secui-ity and conLeriience. However because many people with 
disabilities l i v e  oil liinited ur Hued iiicomes, they are often unable to qualil'y for or afford 
ccil plione sewice.  Pre-paid wireless services procide an option for those who want but 
cutildn't othcni  ise afford cell phone sc iv ice.  Clian,aing tlie USF mechanism from 
revenue-bascd to conncctioti-based nould signilicnntly increase the cost of pre-paid 
wireless coinpaniss' LSF contributions u hicli would rorce companies to i i icreasz the 
tisaye c h x g e s  Tor such scrviccs. We urge the Commission to ensure that any changes to 
the USF meclianisni do not inxiverrently raise thz cost ofpre-paid wireless service to rhe 
Jctrimeiit ofthose \ ~ h o  need i t  the mosr. 
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L:ni~ersal  service is v c q  importan[ to pcople with disabilities. I t  helps ensure the 
delivery of affordable and accessible telecommunications services to a11 Americans, 
including people with disabilities i n  high-cost areas and on limited incomes, schools, 
libraries and rural health providers. AAPD tiryes the FCC to retain the current system of 
assessing universal s e n i c c  contributions based on interstate revenues and to ensure that 
any modifications to t h x  system do not inad\.ertently h a m  111s very population universal 
service i s  intended to help 

Sincerely, 

Andrew J. linparato 
President and CEO 
American .Association of Psople with Disabilities 


